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The most comprehensive collection of its kind, this unique anthology presents fifty-four

readings--many of them not widely available--by the most important and influential Christian,

Jewish, and Muslim philosophers of the Middle Ages. The text is organized topically, making it

easily accessible to students, and the large selection of readings provides instructors with maximum

flexibility in choosing course material.  Each thematic section is comprised of six chronologically

arranged readings. This organization focuses on the major philosophical issues and allows a

smooth introduction to the material. The topics covered are: (1) The Existence of God, (2) Ethics

and the Problem of Evil, (3) God's Foreknowledge and Free Will, (4) Theology, (5) Political

Philosophy, (6) Knowledge and Sensation, (7) Universals, (8) Logic and the Philosophy of

Language and (9) Physics. Each text is preceded by a biographical note on the author and a brief

analytical introduction. Unlike other anthologies, which present sources as a series of truncated

excerpts, this collection avoids intrusive editing and includes many selections in their entirety, thus

preserving the rich flavor of the medieval mind at work.
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"This is a splendidly chosen anthology. It allows me to give students passages from the four main

authors under study (Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Bonaventure) on comparable themes, point them

to related texts from others, all under one cover!"--Joseph Koterski, Fordham University"Good text,

great selections."--James Bjornstad, Cedarville College"This book provides a well-structured

framework for discussion of some of the central philosophical problems on the basis of medieval



texts in the Christian, Jewish, and Islamic traditions."--Ivan Boh, Ohio State University"Exceptionally

helpful for students and for nonspecialists, because it arranges substantial selections from the

writings of interesting philosophers in a topical organizational scheme, and because it provides

helpful introductory remarks by the editor."--Kenton Machina, Illinois StateUniversity"A balanced,

useful selection of texts for any course in Medieval Philosophy."--Prof.George Kovacs, Florida

International University"Superb text: Lengthy selections, with pithy introductions and extensive

endnotes, in thematic clusters, just as they would be best used in a course. Also inclusive of Jewish

and Muslim thinkers to give an accurate picture of medieval multiculturalism."--William E. Murnion,

Ramapo College ofNew Jersey"An excellent, wide-ranging collection affording the student diverse

points of entry into the medieval mind."--Rev.Gerald Twaddell, Thomas More College"This collection

of reading is exceptionally helpful for students and nonspecialist, it arranges substantial selections

from the writing of interesting philosophers in a topical organizational schene".--Kenton

Machina,Illinois State University--Normal"This is a balanced, useful selection of texts for any course

in medieval philosophy".--Prof. George KovacsFlorida International University--Miami"Excellent in

every respect:translation, presentations,selections".--Bro. Brain Dybowski,College of Santa

Fe--Santa Fe

Andrew B. Schoedinger is at Boise State University.

The book is a required text for a class. I am not a Philosophy major, so I cannot offer comment

about the ideas presented by the selected philosophers. However, the selections in the book

represent all the great medieval thinkers, and the flow of the book provides an excellent

understanding of the progress of philosophical thinking through the time period.

The book was in the same condition as listed by the seller. No wear, and tear. It looked like new.

This text is literally the most comprehensive Medieval Philosophy Text I have in my personal library.

Schoedinger has put together a one of kind text which includes such Medieval philosophers as

William of Auvergne, Solomon Ibn Gabirol, Levi ben Gerson, John of Paris, Matthew of Aquasparta,

John of Salisbury, and so many more which are normally not included in the 'typical' collection of

medieval compilations. Thus, this text not only covers the major philosophers (Augustine, Aquinas,

Ockham, Scotus, Averroes, etc), but perhaps the lesser known scholars as well.What is more, the

topics included are quite exhaustive. Topics such as the existence of God, ethics and the problem



of evil, God's foreknowledge and freewill, theology, political philosophy, knowledge and sensation,

universals, logic, philosophy of language, and physics, are all included. So, as you can see all the

bases, more or less, are covered from this particular period. Moreover, if you are into the study of

metaphysics, you certainly should not ignore the writers/philosophers of the medieval period. If you

did, you would not be quite as well rounded in your study of metaphysics. Therefore, here is an

all-in-one text which exhaustively covers this particular time period and their writings.Additional

features, which add such nice dimensions to the text, include, introductions to each philosophers

(historical background, setting in which they wrote, etc.), excellent footnotes and bibliography for

one to branch out into other sources of study, and certain drawings and illustrations used in various

places. What more can I say except that this is one of my more favorite general philosophical

reference texts in my library. I highly recommend it - get it before it goes out of print!
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